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2017 SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT REPORT

The Board of Selectmen and Advisory Committee respectfully submit the following report on
Articles in the Warrant to be acted upon at the 2017 Special Town Meeting to be held on
Tuesday, May, 23, 2017 at 8:00 p.m.

Note: The following pages of this report are numbered consecutively under each article.
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Special Town Meeting
Article 1 — Supplement No. 1
Page 1

ARTICLE 1

- “ - BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S SUPPLEMENTAL RECOMMENDATION

Article 1 is a resolution concerning a congressional investigation regarding the
impeachment of President Donald J. Trump. Passage of the Article would cause Town
Meeting to call upon the United States House of Representatives to begin a formal
investigation utilizing the Domestic Emoluments Clause of the United States Constitution.

The Board acknowledges that Town Meeting has previously passed countless resolutions
encouraging federal and state elected officials to pursue policy goals and pass specific
pieces of legislation. The filing of Article 1 of at this Special Town Meeting is an
opportunity for Town Meeting to share its opinion concerning the President of the United
States. The Board points out that Town Meeting considered a similar resolution in 2006
regarding impeachment of George W. Bush, and, therefore, Town Meeting's consideration
of this subject matter is not unprecedented. The Board respects the language provided by
the Advisory Committee, and more specifically the edits and work done by the ad hoc
_ subcommittee, because it honed in the resolution and refocused it on factual information.

Selectmen voted 5-0 Favorable Action on the Advisory Committee’s recommendation.

---------------------

~ ADVISORY COMMITTEE’S SUPPL EMENTAL RECOMMENDATION

SUMMARY:
This Warrant Atticle asks the Judiciary Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives

to start the impeachment process by investigating whether there are grounds for

_impeachment. The resolution suggests that President Trump may have violated the Foreign

 Emoluments Clause and the Domestic Emoluments Clause of the United States

Constitution by receiving various forms of income and benefits. The Advisory Committee,

by a vote of 15-2-4, recommends Favorable Action on a resolution that includes minor

— changes in the original language of the Warrant Article.

- BACKGROUND:

Impeachment is the process of removing a government official from his or her position

~ because that official has broken the law. But impeachment, and especially impeachment of
the President, is not just an exercise in criminal justice. It’s an exercise in politics, and the
 process is political theater.




























